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IZER , 130.00 per ton . . . . .. . 5 
lnEAL VEGETABLE MANURE, $32.00 per ton .. . . . 7 
Sweet Potatoes. For fertilizini:: this crop use in the north-
ern part of the State our complete SWEET •POTATO 
FERTILIZER. $ 25.00 per ton ... .. ..... JO 
in the southern part of the State where more pctash is 
needed use IDEAL VEGETABLE MANURE, price$32.00 
per ton . . ... . . . . . .. 7 
ORANGE GROWERS should have our special Orani,e Tree 
Book •, " How and When to Fertilize Cilrus Trees" and ' Florida 
Soils." 
STRAWBERRY GROWERS our Special Leaflet on " Flor-
ida Strawberries.'' 
POTATO GROWERS should have our book, "Irish Pota-
toes: Soil, Seed, Cultivation, Digging and Shipping." 
PINEAPPLE GROWERS our Booklet on " Pineapple Fer-
tilizing," 
YOUR CROPS 
They are your money, your Government bonds, 
your National Bank stock; only you "water" your 
stock with the sweat ot your brow. 
For the growing ot gllt-edge crops there are re­
qulslte-soll, seed, moisture, air, sunshine, labor 
and tertlllzer. 
Your seed you should always select very carefully. 
Soll-You can create your own sou with the right 
kind ot terttllzer. 
Moisture-You can come pretty near supplying 
this, too, by abundant cultivation and the j udlclous 
use ot tertlllzer. 
Air and sunlight-You can safely trust to Florida 
tor these. 
Fertlllztng to Points-Did you ever consider the 
great llgnltlcance ot that phrase? 
Fertlllztng tor firmness. 
Ferttliztng tor tinlsh. 
Get those two quaUttes-the carrying quallty and 
·the selllng quallty. The thousand mlle tertlllzer 
and the market-basket tertlllzer. 
For twenty years we have been studying both the 
art and the science; always ln the concrete and with 
special reference to results. We have been tertlllz­
lng to points, and atter our long experience we tee! 
very certain ot our points, as we have produced the 
results, large, tine-shipping crops that bring big 
returns. 
POTASH ls very Important on our Florida solls, 
and especially to our growers who raise produce tor 
the western and northern markds, as a terttllzer 
with a large percentage ot Potash wlll produce trults 
and vegetables that wlll ship better than where 
llttle ts used. IDEAL BRANDS have more potash 
than any other brands sold in Florida. our vegeta­
ble brands contain nearly double that ot other and 
higher priced terttllzers. 
IDEAL Brands are always the same and fully 
guaranteed. 
Asking a careful Inspection ot the tollowlng pages, 
we beg to remain, Yours talthtully, 
WILSON & TOOMER FE RTILIZER CO., 
Aug. 1, 1907 Jacksonvllle, Fla. 
2 WILSON & TOOMER FERTILIZER CO. 
WHY? 
We Call Our Brands "The Ideal Fertilizers" 
IDEAL is that which embodies the highest 
conception of excellence. Our fertilizers are 
IDEAL. 
B~;CAUSE. each brand embodies the highest conception 
of excellence for Florida soils and for the 
particular crops for which it is recom-
mended. 
BECAUSE every pound of material used in their manu-
facture is high grade plant food, and you 
do not have to buy and transport and handle 
a lot of worthless filler or waste. 
BGCAUSE if we charged $50.00 per ton for our IDEAL 
BRANDS we could not use better materials. 
BECAUSE, whether tested in field or laboratory, they 
are the BEST. 
Bl~CAUSE they are sold to you on a policy of IDEAL 
business fairness and frankness. 
BGCAUSE you do not pay a manufacturer's profit of 
$10 or $15 per ton, or two or three profits. 
B GCA USE we are not afraid or ashamed to let you 
know just how they are made. 
lll~CAUSE the price is right and we do not sell them 
on ti.me; we have no uncollectible accounts 
to figure into their cost, so common with 
time goods. 
BF.CAUSE they have been perfected after many years 
of experimenting. 
Bl~CAUSE hundreds of satisfied customers tell us they 
deserve the name. 
BF.CAUSE they are truly the most economical, full-
strength goods sold today in this State, one 
trial will convince you of this fact, used 
pound for pound with any other brand. 
BECAUSE you will always find them the same year in 
and year out, and fully guaranteed. 
WILSON & TOOMER FERTILIZER CO., 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
WILSON & TOOMER I' E RTILIZER CO. 3 
Our Ideal Business Poli~y 
To BUY at the lowest figures commanded by 
big orde rs and expert talent: 
To MAKE the very best fe rtilizers possible, 
goods that will ring true whether tested in 
laboratory or field. 
To BUILD UP trade by selling as low as eco-
nomical management and sound policy will 
allow. · 
To HOLD it by meriting it. 
NOT to make a myste ry of our fertilizll rs. 
The more you know about them, the more you 
will like them. 
NOT to put on list price 25 per cent too 
lligh, and then bait you with a five or t en per 
cent discount. 
NOT to ask you to write our agents for 
prices, so that we can stick on all the traffic 
will bear. 
The brands in this booklet embody OUR 
ideals. If you have different ones, we are 
·ready to supply them, charging you only the 
lowest market price for any materials you 
may specify, and $1.50 per ton extra for mix-
ing t hem in 200 lb. bags, $2.50 per ton extra 
for mixing in 100 lb. bags, better than you 
could do it for yourself. ' 
4 WILSON & TOOMER FERTILIZER CO. 
Success in Growing Vegetables 
The success of IDEAL FERTILIZERS on the 
East Coast this season has . been almost phe-
nomenal. In growing of tomatoes there has 
·nothing ever been offered that can compare 
with them; and this has not been the most 
favorable season, either. The yields given be-
low have been equalled and even exceeded in 
other years. 
Boynton took the lead in big crops of fine 
tomatoes that have made the growers rich the 
past spring. What they have done, you can 
do, but the conclusion is obvious. You will 
have to use IDEAL FERTILIZERS. It is your 
duty to yourself and family to improve their 
circumstances and in order to do it, you will 
have to use IDEAL FERTILIZERS. 
Why will you spend more money often for 
fertilizers and get poor crops and little money 
when you can get the best made often for less 
money and grow big crops and get rich. We 
glve you below a list of the actual yields in 
tomatoes in the spring of 1907, made on our 
SPECIAL MIXTURE NO. 1, and the IDEAL 
VEGETABLE MANURE, using one ton to the 
acre. 
Boynton Hotel Co. 
James McKay 
C. Pence 
Pence & Co. 
L. Tedder 
shipped 13,000 crates on 25 acres 
shipped 4,200 crates on 5 acn,s 
shipped 3,200 crates on 5 acres 
shipped 5,000 crates on 10 acres 
shipped 2,200 crates on 5 acres 
27,600 crates on 50 acres 
Averaging 554 crates of tomatoes shipped per 
acre on 50 acres, grown by five different men 
and companies. One of them making the en-
ormous amount of 840 crates per acre on 5 
acres. Would you do likewirn? Then buy 
IDEAL FERTILIZERS. 
The small crops well cared for are the ones 
that give the most profit. The great curse or 
Florida farming is spreading over too much 
ground. 
WILSON & TOOMER FER'lIL I Z E R CO. 5 
OUR ORIGINAL BRAND, the Nest Egg of Our 
Immense Business ·Today. 
Original Ideal Fertilizer 





TON, IN 200tb. BAGS. 
PRICE $31.00 PER TON, IN 100tb. BAGS. 
Guaranteed Analysis : 
Moisture .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 8 to 10 per cent 
Ammonia. from Nit rate of Soda, Sul-
pha tc of Ammonia, Blood, Bone and 
Cotton Seed Meal 4 to 5 per cent 
Available Phosphoric Acid, from Acid 
Phosphate and Bone .. .. .. .. .. 5 to 7 per cent 
Potash Actual K2O . . . . .. .. .. . . 6 to 8 per cent 
Made exclusively from Nitrate o f Soda, Sulphate of 
Ammonia, Cotton Seed Meal, Blood, Bone, Acid Phos-
phate an d Sulphate o f Potash . 
,T his ferti lizer as you see is made from the best of 
materials. The Nit rogen, derived f rom four sources, be-
comes available by degrees, secur in g at once quick ac-
tion and lasting effect. 
T h is brand is adapted to o range t rees, especially whe re 
growth is the prime object sought, as it will produce and 
harden vigorous wood by means of its good potash bal-
ance. 
It is t he IDEAL for peach trees in this State, as -the ,. 
experience o f years has proven. · 
It is highly satisfactory for VEGETABLE S. In fact, 
it is a good common-sense fertilizer. 
Many VEGETABLE GROWER S have used this brand 
with most satisfactor y results producing ear ly and la rgt 
c rops of T omatoes, Beans, Cauliflower, Cabbage, Celery, 
Lettuce, Eggplants, Peas, Potatoes, W atermelons, as well 
as a ll field crops. It is bound to make every form of 
plant li fe grow and mature frui t . 
In new bags, 100 or 200 pounds each. 
Ideal Brands Best by Actual Tests. 
o WILSON & TOOMER FERTILIZER CO. 
Special Mixture No. 1 
For Spring Application on Orange Trees, Pe- · 
cans, Watermelons, Vegetables, Etc. 
PRICE $32.00 PER TON, IN · 200tb . BAGS 
PRICE $33.00 PER TON, IN 100tb. BAGS. 
Guaranteed Analysis : 
Moisture . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 to 10 per cent 
Ammonia . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 to 6 per cent 
Available P hosphoric Acid . . 6 to 7 per cent 
I nsoluble Phosphoric Acid . . 1 to 2 per cent 
Potash Actual K20 . . . . . . 5 to 6 per cent 
Made from Sulphate of Ammonia, Nitrate of Soda, 
Blood, Bone, Acid Phosphate and Sulphate of Potash. 
There are " leaders" in all trades. This is the IDEAL 
leader. We claim that it gives the greatest plant food 
value, dollar for dollar, o f any fertilizer investment in 
Florida. We challenge comparison, by test of laboratory 
or field, with any brand made. Try it; we st ake our 
reputat ion on it. 
. W e have been making this brand for ten years, and it 
will sur ely make things grow for you , as it has for hun-
d reds of others. For young orange trees, and first ap-
plication on vegetables it is as har d to beat as a cash 
register . 
Special Mixture No. 2 
PRICE $27.00 PER TON, IN 200tb. BAGS. 
PRICE $28.00 PER TON, IN 100tb. BAGS. 
Guaranteed Analysis : 
Moisture . . . . . . . . . .. 8 to 10 per cent 
Ammonia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 to 5 per cent 
Availab le P hosphoric Acid . . . . . . 7 to 9 per cent 
Actual Potash K20 . . . . . . . . . . 2 ½ to 4 per cent 
Made from Sulphate of Ammonia, Nitrate of Soda, 
Blood, Bone, Acid Phosphate and Sulphate of Potash. 
For nursery stock, seed beds and home gardens or 
where a large percentage of potash is not needed. 
This formula gives you the same valc:e as one of our 
competitor's "Orange Tree Manure" for which they ask 
$35.50. 
Orange Growers should have our book entitled 
" How and When to Fertilize Citrus Trees." 
Sent for t he asking. 
WILSON & TOOMER FERTILIZ E R CO. 7 
Ideal Vegetable Manure 
PRICE $32.00 PER TON, IN 200fb. BAGS. 
PRICE $33.00 PER TON, IN - 100fb. BAGS. 
Guaranteed Analysis : 
Moisture . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 t o 10 per cen t 
Ammonia . . . . . . . . 4 to 5 per cent 
Available Phosphoric Acid 6 to 8 per cent 
Insoluble Phosphoric Acid . . 1 to 2 per cent 
P otash Actual . . . . . . . . . . 8 to 10 per cent 
Made from Nitra te of Soda, Sulphate of Ammonia, 
Blood, Bone, Dissolved Bone and Sulphate of Potash. 
F or profit in t r ucking in Flor ida, hardiness of plant 
and quick maturity and shipping quality of fruit a re the 
ideals to be sought, and oU:r Vegetable fert ilizer is the 
IDE AL means of securing them. 
Its distribut ion of ammoniates secures quick as well as 
last ing results, while its high potash content, in noticeable 
con t rast with t he brands made o utside this State and in 
ignor ance o f the s pecial needs of our soils, insure those 
shipping and keeping qualities which show up in the 
account sales. 
POT ASH. You will note t his brand contains nearly 
twice as much ·Potash as most other vegetable brands, 
and you do not have to use any additional P otash if 
this brand is applied. Large yie lds and good shipping 
qual ities a re the results of its use. I t will give you crops 
so firm and solid that you can ship them any where in 
the U nited States . 
RE ME MBER this is a HIGH GRADE CHEMICAL 
FE R TILIZE R, and sh_ould be used w ith care. Incor-
por ate thoroughly wit h t he soil, so it will not come in 
direct contact with seeds and roots. If carefully and 
proper ly u·sed, sure and excellent results will be ob-
tained. This is fine for second . application on tomatoes, 
strawberries, etc. 
Use from 800 to 2000 lbs. to the acre. 
Ideal Brands Sold at Righ Price. 
8 WILSON & TOOMER FERTILIZER CO. 
Peruvian Vegetable Manure 
PRICE $38.00 PER TON, IN 200th. BAGS. 




Available Phosphoric Acid .. 
Insoluble Phosphoric Acid . . 
Total Phosphoric Acid . . . . 
Potash K20 .... ... . . . 
8 to 10 per cent 
5 to · 6 per cent 
7 to 9 per cent 
2 to 4 per cent 
9 to 13 per cent 
8 to 10 per cent 
Made from pure Peruvian Guano, Nitrate of Soda, 
Dissolved Bone and Sulphate of P otash. 
A high grade, concentrated manure, the roam 
body ·of which is a natural guano. The blend-
ing of this with chemicals give3 a fertilizer 
that will be round most active and lasting. 
The guano is so soluble that it will be readily 
assimilated by plants of whatever kind, and 
the whole combination forms a strong, active, 
well balanced manure. 
A little will go a long way, and being so con-
centrated, should be used with care, thor-
oughly i11corporated and mixed with the soil,. 
so the seeds and roots will not come in direct 
contact with it. 
Use from 1000 to 2000 pound,; to the acre. 
Especially recommended for Celery, Tomatoes, 
Eggplants, Beans, Cukes a.nJ al! early truck. 
The Greatest Celery Fertilizer on Earth. 
Ideal Brands are H :g;, in Actual Potash. 
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Ideal Lettuce Fertilizer 
A Formula Specially Prepared for Growing 
Lettuce in Florida. 
PRICE $36.00 PER TON, IN 200tb. BAGS. 
PRICE $37.00 PER TON, IN 100tb. BAGS. 
Guaranteed Analysis: 
Moisture .. .. 10 to 12 per ctn·. 
Available Phosphor ic Acid .. 6 to 7 per cent 
/\rn.monia, actual and potential 6 to 7 per Cent 
Potash K20 . . .. .. .. .. .. 6 to 7 per cent 
1Vfadc from Jitratc of Soda, Sulphate of Ammonia, 
IJloud, Uonc, Acid P hosphate, Sulphate and M·uriatc of 
Potash. 
Use 1600 to 2000 pounds per acre. We refer to ou r 
article on lettuce, soils, seed beds, bes t time to plant, 
.protection, shipping, etc., on pages 49 to 53. 
We would add, however, s ince the last issue of our 
hook " Florida Vegetables," we have put the above for-
mula on the market and recommend it in place of our 
Special :\fixture 'No. 1 or the Original I deal Fertilizer, 
for this particular crop. 
One of our friends using one ton to the acre began 
to ship his lettuce in thirty days after 'it was set out. 
l l e will use a car load this fall on his lettuce a lone. D o 
not fail to get it for it will make them grow for you 
as it has done for others. You r object in growing crops 
is to make such a crop that it will bring you lots of 
money. This is the fertilizer to do it with, and you will 
be dof'ng yourself an injustice if you do not use it. 
We can ~ive you Prompt Shipments. 
,. 
1 o W II.SON & TOOMER FERTILIZER CO. 
Get your .Potatoes to Market Early by Using 
Ideal Potato Manure 
PRICE $32.00 ~ER TON, IN 200fb . BAGS. 
PRICE $33.00 PER TON, IN 100tb BAGS. 
Guaranteed Analysis : 
Moisture . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ to lv per cent 
Ammonia . . . . . . • . . . . . 4 to 5 per cen t 
Available Phosphoric Acid . . 6 to 8 per cent 
Insoluble Phosphoric Acid . . . . 1 to 2 per cent 
Potash K20 . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 to 10 per cent 
Made from Nitrate of Soda, Sulphate of Ammonia, 
Blood, Bone, Dissolved Bone, and Sulphate of Potash. 
This brand is offered especially for Potatoes, but will 
be found equally successful for all vegetable crops. 
Use 1,000 to 2,000 lbs. to the acre. Should be strewn 
along the furrows or sown broadcast, thoroughly mixed 
with the soil by the aid of a harrow brush or plow from 
one to two weeks before planting. It will produce fine, 
smooth skin potatoes free from blotches, which will bring 
highest prices in the market . 
Complete Sweet Potato Fertilizer 
PRICE $25.00 PER - oN, IN 200tb. BAGS. 
PRICE $26.00 PER TON, IN 100tb. BAGS. 
Guaranteed Analysis : 
Moisture . . . . . . . . • • . • 8 to 10 per cent 
Ammonia . . . . . . . . . . 2 ½ to 4 per cent 
Available P hosphoric Acid . . . . . . 8 to l U per cent 
Insoluble Phosphor ic Acid . . . . . . 1 to 3 per cent 
Potash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 ½ to 5 per cent 
Made from Nitrate of Soda, Blood, Bone, Acid · Phos-
phate, Sulphate and Muriate of P otasn. 
Use from 600 t ci 1,000 lbs. per acre. A complete ier-
t ilizer for Sweet Potatoes, made from a formula that aas 
been tested and proven most satisfactory. 
In t he southern part o f the State where more potash is 
needed use the I deal Vegetable Manure which has pro-
duced maximum crops. 
Potato growers should have our leaflet en-
titled "Irish Potatoes," soil, seed, planting .and 
cultivating, effect of fertilizers, digging, ship-
ping. Sent for the asking. 
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Ideal Blood, Bone and Potash 
PRICE $33.00 PER TON, IN 200tb. BAGS. 
PRICE $34.00 PER TON, IN 100tb. BAGS. 
Guaranteed Analysis: 
Ammonia . .... ...... ... .. . . 
Phosphoric Acid . .. • . . . . . . . . . 
Potash, Actual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Made from Blood, Bone an~ Potash. 
5 to 6 per cent 
7 to 10 per cent 
6 to 8 per cent 
This brand is made especially for peach trees; nursery 
stock and young orange trees. Vegetable growers use 
this brand with great success on tomatoes, beans, egg-
plants, cabbage, etc. 
'fo our customers preferring an organic or animal fer-
tilizer to chemicals, will find in this brand a steady re-
liable fertilizer. Not as quick acting as Ideal $30.00 
brand, or Ideal Vegetable, but on some soils this brand 
seems especially suited, particularly on heavy, damp, cold 
soils. 
Special Strawberry Fertilizer 
For Making Plants Grow. 
PRICE $25.00 PER TON, IN 200tb. BAGS. 
Guaranteed Analysis: 
Moisture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 to 10 per cent 
Ammonia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 ¾ to 6 per cent 
Available Phosphoric Acid .. . . . . . . 6 to 8 per cent 
P otash K 2O . . . . •. . . . . . . . . . . . 3 to 6 per cent 
Made from Nitrate of Soda, Sulphate of Ammonia, 
Dried Blood, Blood and Bone, Dissolved Bone, Acid 
Phosph!'te and Sulphate of Potash. 
Prepared especially for the first application or making 
the plant. 
For second application when fertilizing for fruit use 
Ideal Fruit and Vine Manure 
Peruvian Fruit and Vine 
Our Dixie Fruit and Vine, or 
Our Special Fruit and Vine ' 
Every strawberry grower should have our book, "Flor- · 
. ida Strawberries, on Soil, Varieties, How to Plant, Fer-
tilize," etc. 
A copy will be sent on request. 
Special Formulas mixed on Short Notice at 
least possible cost. 
12 WILSON & TOOMER FERTILIZER CO. 
Ideal Fruit and Vine Manure 
For Bearing Orange Trees and second applica­
tion on Strawberries and Vegetables. 
PRICE $32.00 PER TON, IN 200ftJ. BAGS. 
PRICE $33.00 PER TON, IN 100tb. BAGS. 
Guaranteed Analysis: 
Moisture" . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 to 10 per cent 
Ammonia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 to 4 per cent 
Available Phosphoric Acid.. . . . . . . 6 to 8 per cent 
Potash Actual K20.. . . . . . . . . . . 10 to 12 per cent 
Made exclusive!_y from Sulphate of Ammonia, Dis­
solved Bone and Sulphate of Potash. 
This formula is made exclusively from 
chemicals-Ammonia from Sulphate of 
Ammonia, and its large percentage of Pot­
ash from Sulphate of Potash only. 
Potash is very important on our Florida 
soils, and especially to our growers who 
raise produce for the western and northern 
markets, as a fertilizer with a large per­
centage of Potash will produce fruits and 
vegetables that will ship better than where 
little is used. IDEAL BRANDS have 
more potash than any other brands sold in 
Florida. 
The above brand is especially recom­
mended for the second application on veg­
etables and strawberries .. 
Use 300 to 500 pounds per acre for last 
application. 
In new sacks 100 or 200 pounds each. 
Orange Growers should have our book entitled 
"How and When to Fertilize Citrus 
Trees." Sent for the asking. 
WILSON & TOOMER FERTILIZER CO. 13 
Peruvian Fruit and Vine Manure 
For Bearing Orang.e Trees and Vegetables. 
PRICE $38.00 PER TON, IN 100tb. BAGS. 
Guaranteed Analysis : 
Moisture .. .. . . . . . . . . 10 to 12 per cent 
Ammonia .. .. .. . . . . .. 3 to 4 per cent 
Available Phosphoric Acid . . 6 to 8 per cent 
Insoluble Phosphoric Acid .. 2 to 3 per cent 
T otal Phosphoric Acid from Bone and 
Guano .. .. .. . . .. . . 8 to 12 per cent 
Potash K2O ' 10 to ;i.2 per cent .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
Made exclusively from genuine Peruvian Guano, Sul-
phate of Ammonia, Ground Bone and Sulphate of Potash. 
This formula is offered where a fertilizer is desired 
that is ABSOLUTELY FREE FROM SULPHURIC 
ACID. No dissolved bone, bone black or any other 
acidulated materials are used in its manufacture. 
Its Phosphoric Acid is derived exclusively from Peru-
vian guano and pure ground bone, giving as h igh per-
cents of available phosphoric acid as other formulas offer, 
and from 2 to 3 per cent of insoluble phosphoric acid 
which will gradually give out its fertilizil1g properties 
and thereby continually build up the soil. 
Its high content of phosphoric acid will increase the 
fruitfulness of bearing trees, as phosphoric acid enters 
largely into the blooming of fruit trees and the perfect 
development of the seeds and the pulp of the fruit. 
F or bearing trees, use from 20 to 30 lbs. per tree, two 
or three times a year-in November, February and June. 
This is a valuable formula to use on strawberries and 
vegetables, as a last application, using from 500 to 10~ 
pounds per acre. 
We are State Agents for the sale of Genuine 
Peruvian Guano. 
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Special Formula for Corn 
PRICE $25.00 PER TON, IN 200ft>. BAGS. 
Guaranteed Analysis: 
Moisture . . . . . . . . . . 8 to 10 per cent 
Ammonia . . . . . . . . . . 2 ½ to 4 per cen t 
Available Phosphoric Acid . . S to 10 per cent 
Insoluble Phosphoric Acid . . 1 to 3 per cent 
Potash . . . . . ,. . . . . . . . . 31/, to 5 pe r cent 
Made from N itrate of Soda, Blood, Bone, Acid Phos-
phate, Sulphate· and Muriate of Potash. 
Use from 400 to 600 pounds per acre. A complete 
fertilizer for corn, made from a formula that has been 
tested and found most satisfactor y. See article on Corn, 
page 36. 
Ideal Cotton Fertilizer 
PRICE $25.00 PER TON, IN 200ft>. BAGS. 
Guaranteed Analysis: 
Moisture . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 to 12 per cent 
Ammonia . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 to 4 per cent 
Available Phosphoric Acid.. 8 to 10 per cent 
Insoluble Phosphoric Acid.. 1 to 3 per cent 
Total Phosphor ic Acid . . . . 9 to 12 per cent 
Potash K20 . . . . . . . . . . 2 to 4 per cent 
Made from N itrate of Soda, Dried Blood, Bone, H igh 
Grade Acid Phosphate and P ot ash Salts. 
Thls is a complete fertili zer for cotton. Made from 
materials best adapted to this crop, from a formula 
based on years of experience. 
Ideal Grass Fertilizer 
PRICE $30.00 PER TON, IN 100ft>. BAGS. 
Prepared from materials especially adapted to 
making t hic'k turf, fine lawns 
and golf courses. 
Guaranteed Analysis: 
Moisture . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 to 10 per cent 
Ammonia . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 .to 6 ·per c.ent 
Availab le P hosphoric Acid. . 8 to 9 per cent 
Insoluble P hosphoric Acid . . 2 to 4 per cent 
Potash Actual . . . . . . . . . . 2 to 3 per cent 
Made from Nitrate of Soda, Acid P hosphate and 
P otash Salts. 
Ideal Brands are all High in Actual Potash. 
l 6 WILSON & TOOMER FE~TILIZER CO. 
Ideal-Cassava Fertilizer 
PRICE $25.00 PER TON, IN 2001b. BAGS. 
Guaranteed Analysis: 
Moisture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 to 10 per cent 
Ammonia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 to 4 pe r cent 
Phosphoric Acid, Available . . . . . . 7 to 8 pe r cent 
Potash, K2O . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 t o 6 per cent 
Made from Blood, Cotton Seed Meal, Blood and Bone, 
Acid Phosphate and P otash Salts. (See Article on 
Cassava, page 45). 
Ideal Sugar Cane Fertilizer 
PR ICE $25.00 PER TON, IN 2001b. BAGS. 
Guaranteed Analysis: 
Moisture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 t o 10 per cent 
Ammonia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 to 4 per cent 
Phosphoric Acid, Available . . . . . . 7 to 8 per cent 
Potash , K2O . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 t o 6 per cent 
Made from Blood, Cotton Seed Meal, Blood and Bone, 
Acid Phosphate and P otash Salts. (See Article on 
Sugar Cane, J)age 57). 
PROMPT SHIPMENT. 
With increased railway facilities and im-
provements on the part of the railroads at 
Jacksonville we are promised quick move-
ment of all ferti lizers from this point. We 
feel safe in saying to our patrons they can 
count on the best service from us this com-
ing year that they ever had. We have large 
quantitie:j of our goods made up in ad-
vance and they will go out in the most per-
fect mechanical condition. 
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Genuine Peruvian Guano 
PRICE $32.00 PER TON. 
The analysis of each cargo of Guano varies so that 
we only give an average as below: 
Average Analysis: 
Phosphoric Acid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 per cent 
J\mmonia.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.50 per cent 
Actual Potash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 per cent 
A pure natural guano in a perfect me­
chanical condition. The analysis does not 
begin to tell the value of it as a plant food; 
the very finely divided condition of the 
guano makes available that Phosphoric 
. \cid that is not shown by chemical analysis 
to be available. Especially valuable when a 
fertilizer entirely free from sulphuric acid 
i. wanted. V./e use it as a base in making
our Peruvian Fruit and Vine Manure, re­
inforcing it with Sulphate of Ammonia and
Sulphate of Potash. 'vVe also use it in mak­
ing up our celebrated Peruvian Vegetable
:\ranure.
This guano will prove most profitable if 
used in connection with complete fertilizers 
in preparing the land for celery, lettuce, 
cucumbers. onions, tomatoes, etc. 
Tmported and sold only by 
\ \" H.soK & Too MER FER'rILIZI£R Co .. 
Jacksonville, Fla.· 
If we charged $50 per ton for our Ideal 
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Bone and Potash 
PRICE $32.00 PER TON, IN 200tb . BAGS. 
Guaranteed Analysis : 
Moisture ... . 
Ammonia . . . . 
T otal Phosphor ic Acid 
Potash K2O ..... . 
8 t o 10 per cent 
2 to 3 per cent 
10 to 11 per cent 
10 to 11 per cent 
Macie from Ground Bone and Potash. 
This brand will build up t he soil and is a s plendid 
article to app]y in the summer on bearing trees that are 
on rich lands, ei ther pine or hammock, and in the fall 
o n groves in the place of the so-cal led "Bone and Pot-
ash,, compounds. It can be used as a second application 
on vegetables when you have plenty o f plant growth and 
want to build up the potash and phosphoric acid. 
Higli Grade Blood and Bone 
PRICE $40.00 PER TON. 
Guaranteed Analysis: 
Moisture ........... . 
AMMONIA .. . . . . . . . . 
'L'otal Phosphoric Acid .. 
Equivalent to Bone Phosphate of Lime 
5 to 7 per cent 
10 to 1l per cent 
4 to 6 per cent 
11 to 15 per cent 
Blood· and Bone 
PRICE $30.00 PER TON. 
Guaranteed Analysis: 
1\1oisturc . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Ammonia ... . . . . . ... . 
T otal Phosphoric Acid .. 
5 to 7 per cent 
6 to 8 per cent 
15 to 17 Der cent 
Ideal Brands Whether Tested in Field or Lab-
oratory are the BEST. 
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We have many flattering letters in our office and could 
fill a good sized book with the kind words spoken for 
our IDEAL BRANDS, by our hundreds of customers 
during the last 14 years. These letters are all volun· 
tary, as we have never asked for a testimonial. 
If you are not one of our customers, we want you to 
be, and all that we ever ask for our IDEAL BRANDS 
is that they be given a fair trial in the field, side by side 
with any other fertilizer sold on the market. 
Valuations 
Some of our Competitors take exception to our show-
ing the valua tion of our goods from actual analysis. 
T he fact is, IDEAL BRANDS are the only fertilizers 
sold in Florida that show a valuation from analysis, 
equal to or in excess of the price asked, and our com· 
petitors who charge $35 to $40 per ton for a fertilizer 
that is only worth $25 to $30, say there is nothing in 
valuations or analysis. Why? Because they cannot 
show that their goods are worth what they ask for them. 
One of our comr.etitors claims to use the highest pos· 
sible materials, ' the choicest of all high grades," and 
then turns out a very low analysis in his fertilizers, and 
thinks our State Chemist's analysis does not prove the 
value of goods; a strange contradiction. 
IDEAL FERTILIZERS are all in the most perfect 
mechanical condition, and can be easily applied. 
Special Formulas and Mixtures 
We have given on the preceding pages formulas that 
have been fully tested in the growing of all crops on all 
the different soils of the State, and as they have stood 
the trials and criticisms of planters all over the State, 
we think that the gardeners and planters can find in 
the above formulas some that will exactly suit their 
crops and their soil. At t'he same time_ we will make any 
desired analysis or formula. This we do in 200-lb. bags, 
charging only for the materials used and $1.50 per ton 
to cover the cost of mixing and resacking. If you ·want 
it put up in 100-lb. sacks we will have to charge $2.50 
per ton for mixing and resacking. We will cheerfully 
make any calculations, giving the guaranteed analysis 
and price of any formula or mixture you may want. 
This work is done under the personal supervision of our 
Mr. Wilson, who has had long experience in this line 
and will insure its being done right and well. 
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Agricultural Chemicals and 
Materials 
W E CARRY the largest and most com-
plete stock of Chemicals and Fer-
tilizer materials of any house in the State. 
Buying in large quantities, direct from 
the manufacturer and importer, we offer 
the growers a depot where they can feel 
sure of getting what they want in thi s line 
-at the lowest wholesale price, and getting it 
quick. 
Remember, we acid our personal g uar-
antee to everything we sell that it will be 
exactly as represented, or money refunded . 
'vVe do not put prices on the materials, in 
a general book like this, for the reason that 
prices fluctuate on many of the articles. 
Vve -will furnish prices quickly on applica-
tion, delivered at your station. 
State quantity wanted. 
Ideal Brands are just. the same as your 
buying the materials and paying us $1.50 
per ton to mix and resack them for you. 
We do not add to their price a manufactur-
er's profits of $10 to $15 per ton, or two or 
three profits. 
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We always have a large stock of 
SULPHATE OF AMMONIA 
NITRATE OF SODA 
D~IED BLOOD 
BLOOD AND BONE 
BRIGHT COTTON SEED MEAL 
DARK COTTON SEED MEAL 
GROUND CASTOR POMACE 
P E R UVIAN GUANO 
P URE GROUND BONE 
li'INE GROUND STEAMED BONE 
DISSOLVED BONE 
DISSOLVED BONE BLACK 
HIGH GRADE ACID PHOSPHATE 
BASIC SLAG, 17 to 19 A. P. A. 
S ULPHATE OF POTASH, 90 to 95 
SULPHATE OF POTASH, 48 to 55 
MU RIA TE OF POT ASH 
K AINIT 
CANADA HARDWOOD ASHES 
LAND PLASTER 
FERTILIZER AND INSECTICIDE LIME 
PULVERIZED TOBACCO STEMS 
KENTUCKY TOBACCO STEMS 






Orange Growers should have our Book Entitled 
"HOW AND WHEN TO FERTILIZE 
CITRUS TREES.'' 
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SEED BEDS 
The ba_sic principle of all seed-beds may 
be found in a remark made by the noted 
and successful farmer, T. B. Terry-"I 
would rather take my chances for a crop 
in a dry year than a wet year ;" in other 
words, it is safer to make a seed-bed on 
moderately elevated ground, of fairly good 
quality and texture, and irrigate it in case 
of dry weather, than to place it on low 
ground, even if_ much richer and needing 
no irrigation, but where harmful effects of 
flooding could not be averted. In the same 
line of reasoning it is better to place the 
seed-bed near the headquarters of the farm, 
so that it may be conv~niently watched and 
tended, irrigated promptly when needed, 
and any invasion of insects or attack of 
blight may be quickly detected and headed 
off. 
Seed-beds should be stirred up deeply, 
say two spades or two furrows deep. This 
does not imply that the subsoil should be 
brought to the surface-let it remain where 
it is-but let it be thoroughly broken and 
mellowed, and it will act as · a sponge to 
draw up soil w·ater from a considerable 
depth to germinate the seed and irrigate 
the young seedlings from beneath. ,vater 
from below is better than water from 
above, because it contains nourishing earth-
salts which greatly promote plant life. 
If plant-beds are prcperly managed, they 
WILSON & TOOMER FERTILIZER CO. 23 
may be used for the same purpose year af-
ter year. If, after each crop of young plants 
is removed, the beds are heavily mulched 
until needed again, this will suppress all 
weed-growth and prevent the decomposi-
tion of seed, and thus tl~e vegetable seed, 
when sown, will have a clean field. 
Otherwise, it is a good plan to employ 
virgin soil that is free from weed seeds, 
where a crop of young plants. may be 
raised without so much labor in combating 
trash. But new land is almost universally 
sour and it should be broken up several 
months before needed; exposed to the ac-
tion of the sun and air to assist in sweeten-
ing it. Air-slacked lime or sulphate of pot-
ash in moderate quantities may be sprinkled 
on to expedite this work, as both the hygro-
scopic and caustic properties of these salts 
are less pronounced than those of ashes, 
kainit or muriate of potash. These should 
be applied two months before the seed is 
sown or else there is some danger of "burn-
ing" the young germs. Apply phosphate 
liberally; this has a special action on seeds. 
Make the soil exceedingly firm and mel-
low, but only a trifle, if any, richer than 
that of the field where the plants are to 
grow. After sowing the seed, firm the soil· 
above it very hard, applying at least the 
weight of a heavy man directly above the 
seed. 
For fertilizer in seed-beds use SPECIAL 
MIXTURE No. 2 (see page 6), or ME-
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DIUM GRADE BLOOD AND BONE. 
( See page 18.) 
BEANS 
One of the 0 -reat staples of F lorida, to 
whose soil it is well adapted, and to the 
climate only slightly less. Th<:! bean need 
plenty of dry heat, with a loose. fri able soi l 
that wi ll supply moisture rapidly from be-
low. The bean is intolerant of moisture 
from above, intolerant of a humid atmos-
phere and chilly or fros ty conditions. !Jenee 
it is a waste of labor to plant until the 
ground is well warmed up. The bean docs 
its work rapidly; it needs a warm, shallow. 
rich and mellow soil , and is anpreciative 
of a generous amount of fe rtilizer high in 
Sulphate of Potash, as it will frequently 
keep the plants g reen and fruiting- a month 
or six weeks after the other . not o treated. 
have dried up and withered. Though greedy 
of water from the clew, its leaves spot read-
ily if touched when in a dewy condition. 
Firm the soil over the -seed in planting. 
Thin carefully to one plant in six or eight 
inches; with thi s rank feeder this is essen-
tial. Though a legume, and therefore a 
ni trogen-gatherer, it needs an abundance 
of the mineral elements-potash to keep it 
green, phosphoric acid to keep it fruiting. 
It is an er ror that the salt sea air spots the 
bean. I t fl ouri shes extremely well on the 
narrow peninsula between Indian R iver 
1 
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BEANS-Continued. 
a11<l the sea, salt air all around. Light, very 
shallow hoeing once every week is bene-
ficial up to the blossoming, but let it always 
be g iven· when the leaves are dry. 
\ s to varieties, markets vary somewhat, 
but nine-tenths of the northern cities of 
which we have knowledge prefer the round 
bean to the fl at, and the green to the wax. 
Hoston seems to accept either without much 
cl i crimination. But a fl at wax bean is g en-
erally poor property. 
The wax variety bear strongly, but in 
the South they soon stop bearing . They 
a rc delicate .. snaps," brittle and crisp, but 
spot too easily. Early ~1ohawk is very 
early and hardy, but inferior. The lig ht or 
si h·cr_,· colored va rietics are neglected in 
western markets, but preferred in some 
others. In the delicate wax varieti es be 
ca reful to avoid tho'se that rust easily. 
Curri c·s Rust-proof is good fo r a wax bean. 
Dut all g reen, round-podded varieties are 
better for shipping without mold or heat-
ing. There is all the difference in the world 
between good, tender, crisp, well-grown 
string beans. and the toug h, stringy, care-
lessly grown sort. Good cultivation. good 
soil and timely rains make the difference. 
Still there is a bi o- difference among varie-
ties. Great ad vances have been made by 
the bean breeders during the last few years 
in the quality 0£ strinrr beans. The largest 
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BEANS-Continued. 
improvement, probably, has been in the 
green-podded sorts, though the yellow-pod-
ded varieties of the old German Black Wax 
type have been g reatly improved also. 
Bush limas are well worth growing in 
this State; with a small application of ferti-
lizer made two or three times during the 
summer and hoed in lightly, they will keep 
in bearing until frost. Valuable for home 
purposes. Thorburn's Bush Lima is, per-
haps, the best of these varieties, as its 
abundant foliage protects the pods and se-
cures them measurably against the spotting 
and rusting to which others are subject 
when exposed to the sun. 
The pods should be picked and wilted 
about two hours before packing for ship-
ment. 
Use from 600 to 1200 lbs. of Special 
Mixture No. 1, The ·"Original Ideal F erti-
lizer" or Ideal VegetalJle Manure, per acre. 
Do not put any fertilizer in contact with 
the seed. If you cannot get your ferti lizer 
in the ground two weeks ahead of planting . 
then put it in the furrows on each side of 
the row of beans at the time of planting-. 
not less than six or eight inches from the 
seed. 
BEETS 
Stand shipping better than most other 
early vegetables, going very well in boxes 
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BEETS-Continued. 
or ventilated barrels without ice, until the 
coming of hot weather. Only the round 
blood beet should be planted; the long ones 
do not pack or ship so well. Tie in bunches 
of four or six, leaving half the tops as a 
protection in packing, and to prevent an 
undue drying of the bulbs. Plant in very 
rich, deep, rather moist soil, in drills, when 
the leaves are starting up on the trees. In 
the southern portion of the State "plant in 
November and December. The seed is so 
rough it should be soaked in hot water 
twenty-four hours to hasten germination. 
Firm the soil after sowing the seed. Mix 
a few radish seeds with the beet. These 
sprout quickly and show where the row is, 
so cultivation can begin before the weeds 
start too freely. Thin to four or five 
inches. Draw the soil from them rather 
than heap it up against them; an open and · 
loose condition favors the bulging of 
growth. 
Use THE ORIGINAL IDEAL FER-
TILIZE R, price $30.00 per ton. ( See an-
alysis, etc., page 5.) , or IDEAL VEGE-
TABLE MANURE, price $32.00 per ton, 
described on page 7. Apply 1000 to 2000 
pounds per acre. 
CABBAGE 
All crops of cabbage should be planted 
from Northern seed; Southern seed in two 
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CABBAGE-Continued. 
or three generations would degenerate into 
the headless collard. Yet the Florida cab-
bage, being grown in the coolest season of 
the year, can be made, and often is nowa-
days, as dense and heavy as the New York 
or Danish heads. Many good housekeep-
ers, who are capable of r ising above preju-
dice, a,ssert that well-grown winter cabbage 
in Florida are as sweet, rich and crisp as 
any grown in America. 
Firm, the soil in planting the seed. No 
hotbed or even a cold fran,c is necessary in 
starting cabbage plants; to produce stocky 
plants it is better to have the seedbed ecol. · 
It is hard to get the seed to germinate in 
the hot weather of September; even if the 
bed can be entirely shaded the seed is liable 
to fai l. Neither should the bed be overly 
rich ; not quite as rich as the field in which 
they are to grow to maturity. The cab-
bage poorly endures a setback in trans-
planting, or from lack of plant food, it 
quickly falls a prey to the aphides or lice. 
Avoid all pampering, but studiously en· 
deavor to maintain uniform growing condi-
tions. It is a feeble rooting plant, forages 
close at home, hence one should ferti lize the 
plant and not the soil. Give plentlv of ferti-
lizer, but let it be well assimilated by the 
soil. 
Three-fourths of the cabb~ges of Florida 
for shipment are planted too early. Time 
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CABBAGE-Continued. 
the crop so as to ship heavily against a bare 
market after the Northern cellars have 
been emptied. The growth of the seedlings 
in the bed can be regulated according to the · 
season. If they are coming on too slowly, 
_apply liquid manure, or dissolved nitrate 
of soda, ( two pounds to the square rod in 
a half-barrel of water) ; if too fast, with-
hold water or shift them to a new bed. But 
retarding them may bring on lice, to pre-
vent which, scatter tobacco dust thickly on 
all seed-beds as soon as the plants have four 
leaves. Pull out where they are too thick 
and growing spindling. Keep well wet 
when setting out. Set deep, to the first 
leaves. Plant all varieties wide enough to 
permit horse cultivation. Plow deep at 
first, but soon shallow up until only the 
surface is stirred with a light harrow. The 
old idea that cabbage especially delights in 
being hoed with the dew on is a harmless 
delusion; the whole foundation for it is the 
undoubted fact that an early riser who 
works his cabbage betimes and thoroughly, 
will raise a good crop. Hoe the outside 
cabbages, those in the middle of the field 
are not likely to get neglected. 
If they are heading too early for North-
ern markets, run a plow on the south side 
with a long sweep and sever some roots, or 
partly tilt them over toward the north. If 
tilted toward the south the sun might burn 
them a little. 
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CABBAGE-Continued. 
Even with the cabbage, it pays to trim 
and pack neatly. Take care not to pitch 
them about the field, getting sand into the 
leaves. If they are high in the markets, 
leave two or three loose leaves to wrap 
about the head; if low, strip them down to 
white, hard balls. Pack the tops of the 
heads facing outward. Cabbage may be 
kept growing in successive plantings up to 
July 15. Pyrethrum, tobacco dust or Paris 
green, well diluted, may be sprinkled on 
with impunity, if they are not eaten until a 
good rain supervenes. This was abundantly 
demonstrated at the Florida Experiment 
Station. 
Varieties 
A void the larger sizes ; they are not so 
popular in the North as the smallish or 
medium-sized heads. Florida cabbage suit 
better than those from any other Southern 
State, also the Florida package, holding 
about 100 pounds. Larg-er packages are not 
so well received. 
Early Winningstadt and Wakefield are 
not so popular as they used to be ; round 
heads are better. Long Island Wakefield 
is a cross and is larger than its namesake ; 
an excellent variety. Sure Crop, Florida 
Drumhead, Centennial Flat Dutch and 
Henderson's Early Summer are also fine 
varieties for Florida. 
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CABBAGE- Continued. 
By .all means avoid European-grown 
seed, though it may cost only half as much 
as American seed. It will not do well in 
F lorida. White says in gardening for the 
South-"The American seeds are superior 
to the imported and produce ~ner a'nd 
larger heads." 
But, in any event, as with any other crop, 
the beginner should always inquire care-
full y of old planters in the vicinity, not 
one only, but a half-dozen, as to the best 
varieties for that neighborhood. 
Use THE ORIGINAL IDEAL FERTI-
LIZER, price $30.00 per ton. See analysis, 
etc., page 5, or IDEAL VEGbfABLE 
MANURE, price $32.00 per ton. See an-
alysis, etc., page 7, or SPECIAL MIXT-
URE No. 1, price $32.00 per ton, see an-
a lysis, etc., page 6, at the rate of 1,500 to 
2,000 pounds per acre. 
CAULIFLOWER 
For Cauliflower pursue substantially the 
same course as recommended above for 
cabbage, only cauliflower likes, if anything, 
a more moist and richer soil than cabbage, 
and is not so hardy against cold weather. 
Firm the soil. Protect against frost with 
cotton cloth painted with linseed oil. Tie 
the leaves over the "curd" when it begins 
to form to keep it pure white. This is also 
a protection against frost. 
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CAULIFLOWER- Continued. 
Use 1,500 to 2,000 pounds per acre 01 
ORIGINAL IDEAL FERTJ LIZER, 
$30.00 per ton. See page 5. O r SPECIAL 
MIXTURE No. 1, price $32.00 per ton. 
See pag,e 6. Or IDEAL VEG ET ABLE 
MAI U RE, $32.00 per ton. See page 7. 
CARROTS 
Hardly worth planting in Florida except 
it may be for cow forage. They kt;ep well 
and are found late in the New York mar-
kets, suffering little in flavor by late keep-
ing . They irnpart a flavor to soups relished 
by some people, but not easily digested. 
Carrots require a ri ch soil and a deep 
one on account of their length. T he seed 
is very chaffy and ha rd to germinate if 
covered any depth. Better sow directly on 
the surface and sprinkle twice a clay, keep-
ing covered with old sacks or sphagnum 
1110 s until they show signs of starting, then 
remove the sacks and place a foot or so 
high, but keep the seed well watered until 
it sprouts and roots in th<':, ground . 
The fertilizer should be put cleen in the 
g round, fifteen or sixteen inches if long, 
fine tubers are wanted. 
U e 1,200 to 1,500 pounds per 2.cre of 
IDEAL VEGE1'AHLE MANURE, price 
$;12.00 per ton. See analysis, etc., J age 7. 
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CANTELOUPES, WATERMELONS 
AND CUCUMBERS 
Substantially the same formu las and 
treatment will answer for all; they are dif-
fe rentiated chiefly in distance. 
J>l ow in November, then . thorotwhlY 
cross-plow in January, breaking- up th·e 
land eight or ten inches deep and making 
it as mellow as possible. Throw up into 
broad. shallow beds, ten feet wide, for 
melons, s i:-.: or seven for cucumbers and 
cantaloupe. . ~fake no hills, but strew and 
mix the f rtilize r continuously along thr 
i.ackbone of this bed. Stir comoost well-
rotted if You have it, into this central line: 
i{ not. stt:ew the ferti lizer mentioned below 
in an unbroken string and stir in two \\'eeks 
be fore planting. P lant melons ten feet 
apa rt: cucumbers six. Firm the soil. A 
week or two later. plant half \\'a\' between 
the first hills-all on the fertilizer line. Trn 
days later plant again. half wa'y between 
or only alternately between the older hill s. 
Thi makes a relay and provision for late 
frosts. \Vhen secure from frosts and in-
. ects. chop out the \\'eaker plants so as to 
leave one at half the representatiYe distance 
for each variet\' of vine. 
This bedding method for cucumbers has 
given admi rable results whe1·e t ried. Vve 
have seen it in successful operation in Al-
achua County. and nothing coulcl he better. 
in our opinion. 
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CANTELOUPES, ETC.-Continued. 
Cultivation should be frequent and very 
shallow; but do not molest the vines if pos-
sible to avoid it. O mit hoeing altogether 
unless it may be a little with the prong-hoe 
about the base of the hill after heavy rains; 
and if a few weeds are left, so much the 
better; the vines will anchor to them and so 
avoid being blO\_vn about and getting the 
"sore shins." 
It is well to pinch off tlie ends of the 
main vines, not in the hope of increasing 
the fruitage, but to thicken up the vine 
mass and make them cling together and 
supnort each other against the wind. But 
:t does pay in the case of watermelons to 
pinch off with the thumb nail superfluous 
melons; the remainder will grow larger. 
Two or three melons to the hill are better 
~han four or five, for one Iarg-e melon is 
worth three small ones. -
\ ,Vith the plants in long, continuous rows, 
covering with yard-wide strips of cloth on 
frosty nights would be much more expedi-
tiously done than with board boxes. Lay 
lumps of earth close to the plants to hold 
up the cloth, and others on the edge to hold 
it down. 
Just before frost it is a mistake -to stir 
the soil ; that admits the cold air about the 
roots and chills them. But after a cold 
beating rain, it is of great importance to 
open the surface to let in the ai-r and the 
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sun. Few growers in the South realize the 
drawback which these hard rains of late 
winter and spring are to crops, and espe-
cially to crops which so delight in warmth 
and light as the melon tribe. 
A cuke is ripe when the blossom end has 
filled out well. It is best to let them get 
as large as possible without letting the seed 
harden. , v hen the shell of the seed begins 
to harden they are no longer salable. Never 
pull a cucumber or melon; always cut with 
a knife, leaving about two inches of stem. 
Pulled fruit often detracts from a car load 
one-half its value. 
The cucumber is exceedingly fastidious 
about its choice of soil; there is not more 
than a few hundred acres of first-class cu-
cumber soil in a county. A sandy soil with 
a brown or ochre-colored clay so near the 
surface as to be scraped by the plow, is 
good. 
The Everbearing is a paying variety, but 
the old White Spine will run it very close 
if on well-selected, not too thirsty soil, 
and the vines are thoroughly .gleaned every 
day. There is a great deal in this: a cu-
cumber nearing ripeness and plumping out 
its seeds makes a heavy drain on a vine, 
which will very soon stop its bearing. The 
Japanese Climbing is the most prolific, but 
Livingston's Emerald is the handsomest 
and best flavored. 
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T he melon borer can be defeated only by 
placing barks or shingles under the melons. 
or by hand-picking. For all other insects, 
keep the base of the vines well heaped 
around with tobacco dust- not the dust of 
sterns, which have been leached, but fresh. 
CANTELOUPES 
Rocky Ford stands preeminent, but is 
not a new variety ; it is simply the old Net-
ted Gem. T exas Cannonball is the solidest 
known, very dense and rich flavored; the 
Nixon has been grown by preference fo r 
years by South Georgia. 
WATERMELONS 
Kolb's Gem is rather antiquated. P rob-
ably the best shippers today are the Black 
Diamond, Duke Jones and Aug usta Rattle-
snake ( not Georg ia Rattlesnake) . The 
sweetest melon grown is the T inker ( for 
home use) which originated at St. Augus-
tine ; while the largest is the Jones, a good 
shipper for medium distances. F lorida 
Favorite is very fine for domestic use. 
U se 800 to 1,200 pounds of ORIGINAL 
IDEAL FERTILIZER, price $30.00, de-
scribed on page 5, or the same quantity of 
SP E CIAL MIXT U RE , No. 1, as de- . 
scribed on page 6. 
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This delicious table luxury is not grown 
in Florida nearly as much as it might or 
should be. ·with thorough care and good 
management, it can be grown in abund-
ance, and in succession lasting two months, 
though, of course, the latter part of this 
period will be heavily ravaged by the bud 0 
worm and there will be a g reat wastage in 
the ears before they are fitted for the table. 
Corn will grow anywhere, but sweet corn 
will rot badly unless planted in a warm, dry 
soil. It is inexpedient to plant it before the 
ground is well warmed up, say ten days or 
a fortnight later than field corn. Thor-
oughly plow and mellow the soil and scat-
ter in the furrow about 800 ·pounds per 
acre of our SPECIAL MIXTURE No. 1, 
( see analysis, page 6), stirring it into the 
soil with a bull-tongue, driven twice along. 
Let this furrow remain open until the 
ground becomes well warmed up, then drop 
the seed and cover with a hoe, placing upon 
eac11 hill a hoeful of moist earth, and step 
· on it or pat it clown with the hoe. Allow-
ing the bottom of the furrow to become 
well warmed up, sunned and sweetened is 
a decided help to sweet corn in dampish , 
heavy land ; in lighter, dry soils it is not so 
necessary. If sweet corn can be made to 
germinate well the battle is more than half 
over. 
For early, plant Yexo and Gold Coin ; 
for a succession. Stowell's Evergreen. 
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For field corn, plant the White and Yel-
low Flint varieties from the 1st to the 15th 
of March, using 300 to 400 pounds of the 
SPECIAL CORN FORMULA, price 
$25.00 per ton, per acre. See analysis, etc., 
page 15. 
CELERY 
It is not more 'than ten years since celery 
became a most important crop in South 
F lorida. The first attempts to grow the 
gi'een kinds resulted in failures, for it was 
'found impossible to blanch them properly. 
J f earth was used in banking the stalks 
would rust, and boards would not exclude 
the light sufficiently to blanch the stems. 
It was only with the introduction of the 
Golden Self-Blanching that celery culture 
was made profitable and now it has become 
one of the staple crops of the Manatee, 
East Tampa and Sanford sections, and its 
culture is fast extending to other parts of 
the State. · 
With this variety the blanching is done 
by using 12, 16 and 20 inch boards placed 
on each side of the rows. On small patches 
it has been blanched by wrapping each plant 
with Spanish moss. 
The new celery culture has been experi-
mented with at Sanford with success. · 
In one instance the past year a plot of a 
quarter-acre was set out, six inches by six 
inches, in ten row beds. About ·two weeks 
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after they were set out one and three-
quarter tons of Peruvian Vegetable Manure 
was applied. There was cut from this 
quarter-acre a little over 700 half-barrel 
crates. This plant requires excessive fer-
tilizing and plenty of water. 
The seed beds are prepared in August, 
September and October, about two weeks 
before planting the seed. They should be 
three feet wide and as long as necessary to 
give the requisite number of plants . . Fer-
tilize by using one pound of PERUVIAN 
VEGETABLE MANURE (page 8) to 
every six feet square and let it become well 
assimilated before planting. Take a five-
inch plank, three feet long; nail a lath on 
each edge, projecting one-fourth inch on 
one side. vVith this .make marks across the 
beds by pressing it down on the beds. 
Scatter in seed thinly and cover lightly by 
sprinkling sand over the rows. Cover the 
beds with old sacks or Spanish moss and 
keep wet until the seeds germinate, which 
will be in about ten clays. As soon as th~ 
seeds are well sprouted, provide a cover 
that will keep off the heavy rains and sun, 
removing it at night, and giving more sun-
shine each day until they are strong enough 
to stand the sun all day. The beds must 
be kept moist. At no time must the bed 
get dry. When about an inch high, sprinkle 
a little of the guano over the beds and wet 
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it down with a sprinkler. Cultivate and 
weed the plants every week. lf they g row 
loo tall , clip oft two or three inches with a 
pair of sheep shears, and thin out the small 
ones. vVhen the plan ts a re two or three 
inches high, some growers transplant them 
into other beds or rows six inches apart 
,ind one inch in the rows until they a rc 
ready to move them into the field . · 
Celery has been grown successfull y in 
Florida . on soils varying from hard, tena-
cious clays to hammocks and sand, and the 
most practicable growers four. cl ( not con-
siderii1g the low hammock, ,which is prob-
ably the ideal celery ground) , tha t any 
loose, friable soil , ret~ntive and well sup-
pl ied with humus, can be made to produce 
maximum crops. A s.oil lhat. is natura ll~· 
"cool' ' should be selected when possible , 
since the plant is most easil y affected by its 
root s \·stcrn; and when the roots a re in a 
soi l al)unclantly supplied with hum us. wel l 
compacted to retain moisture, the stalks 
withstand an abnormally high temperature. 
without serious ill effects. Celery planted 
in such a soil has been found to be blighl-
resisti,w to a rema i-l<able degree. 
Soil and Preparation 
The plat to be planted should be well 
provided with water, either from artesian 
wells, steam pumps or natura l sources. 
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The best growers are under<lraining their 
land with t iles and A shaped troughs. 
which a re placed from 20 to 2-! inches 
t1nder g round. The joints are covered with 
cinders from the mach ine shops, sawdust 
and even moss, to keep the sand out and let 
the water go in or out as needed. These 
drains a re placed about 25 feet apart, and 
a re so arranged that they can 1:e used to 
drain the land during heavy rains or irri-
gate it wh 11 it is dry. 
After the draining- and irrigating system 
is completed, no pains should be soared, no 
labor omitted. to reduce the soil to perfect 
comminution , so that the innumerable fine 
feeding roots of the plant can penetrate in 
every direction. 
A ll the clements of fertility should be 
supplied in readily available forms in the 
cominercial fe rtilizer, and if natural man-
m es a re used, they should be perfectly 
rotted, fo r application of fresh manure, 
especially from the horse stable, will inva-
riably produce rust, followed by rolting. 
\ i\Then suitable stable manure can be ob-
tai ned, scatter it broadcast and plow under : 
harrow until the soil is fine and level : then 
apph· from 1 J500 to 2,000 pounds of Peru-
\·ian Vegetable Manure and harrow in be-
fore planting. 
\ \Then the plants are ready for removal 
run a broad, sharp shovel under them, cut-
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ting off the roots about two inches long. 
Deposit .them in a tray with the earth at-
tached, throwing away all except the large, 
strong, stocky, perfectly formed and well 
rooted plants. If the soil is dry, as it fre-
quently is in October and November, pud-
dle the plants by dipping them, a handful 
at a time, into ~ mixture composed of two 
parts fresh cow manure and one part fine 
loam, with only water enough to make the 
proper consistency to adhere to the roots. 
This will hold the moisture in the roots 
until evening. Then, if the weather is dry 
and warm, water them freely. 
In setting, use a line, no matter . the 
length of the field, ljning the row in sec-
tions, if necessary. If setting in double 
rows, eight or ten inches wide, use a roller 
eight or ten inches long, with alternate 
cleats or pegs, six inches apart on the ends, 
to mark the spots for the plants, rolling the 
center of the roller right up the line. Drop-
. pers closely preceding the 5etters, place the 
plants at thesr marks along the line. These 
are quickly placed in the holes made by a 
round or pistol shaped dibber or garden 
trowel, the depth of the heart leaf, and the 
soil placed very firmly alongside of the 
roots by pushing the dibber to the depth of 
the root and bearing toward the plant, af-
terward closing up the depression made by 
dibber to prevent the drying out of the soil 
near the roots. Firm the soil. 
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·w hen the soil is wet, a celery plant will 
usually live even when carelessly set. 
During the growth of the celery, apply 
from 3,000 to 4,000 pounds to the acre of 
the ·PER UVIAN VEGETABLE MAN-
URE between the rows and 300 to 400 
pounds of Nitrate of Soda as a top dress-
ing, in three or four applications of 100 
pounds each per acre: 
Celery, like cabbage, except under cer-
tain conditions, can not be cultivated too 
much. It must not, under any circum-
stances, be worked or handled when either 
the leaves are damp or the soil wet, as rust 
and decay will quickly follow. The wheel-
hoe, with scuffle blades attached, should be 
used while the plants are small, with the 
bull-tongues after root growth is estab-
lished, keeping the middles well worked 
with horse-hoes. 
Blanching 
In South F lorida boards a re universally 
used for blanching. The rows being set 
double about three and a half feet from 
center to center, except in the new culture 
mentioned above. It takes from twelve to 
fou rteen days to blanch the stalks to a 
pretty creamy yellow. 
If it is intended to blanch with earth the 
rows should be set single and four feet 
. apart and banking done with a horse hiller. 
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For seed-beds use the PER U \/IAJ\" 
VEGETABLE MANURE or Medium 
Grade Blood and Bone. For field use 
PERUVIAN VEGETABLE MAN RJ •:, 
IDEAL VECETABLE MA\TU RE, r 
SPECIAL MIXT C RE No. 1, apply ing-
from 3,000 to 4,000 pounds per acre. 
CASSAVA 
This is a native of the tropics, and in a 
land of frosts the g-re'.ltest difficulty is the 
preservation of the seed (canes ) through 
the winter. The most approved pla n is to 
snap off with the hand or clip off with a 
long, sharp knife, the immature tips be fore 
frost; then cut the bush off at the ground. 
T here is no o·ain in trying to save the soft, 
immature tips ; it .will be a waste of time ; 
better cut back to a point where the cane is 
unmistakably woody. 
Select a dry, rising piece of g ro\Jnd, 
where rains will flow off quickly, rell10\'C 
eight or ten inches ·of the urface and loosen 
the subsoil by plowing, if necessarv, so that 
canes can be easily thrust clown into it. 
Cut or saw the canes into t raight pieces, 
so they will pack to advantage. Thrust 
them clown into the prepared bed, almost 
thei r whole length, nearly perpendicula r 
and no ne touching its neig hbor. Scatter 
pine straw or wire-gra s hay over them. 
pat it !own a little, then scatter on a sprin-
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Ide of earth, just enough to keep the straw 
from being blown away, but not enough to 
prevent the canes from sweating without 
heat. More canes are lost from heating 
than from freezing. Before sharp frosts 
fall add enough earth to insure against 
freezing, as the canes are exceedingly sensi-
tive to frost. 
Planting 
The mo t experienced planters advise 
against fa ll planting. A better stand is 
generally obtained thus, but the plants are 
likely to be frosted to the ground a number 
of times until finally rot sets in. 
As with other root crops, all may use the 
Irishman's advice that · it is best to do most 
of the cultivating before planting, for soon 
after planting the wide-spreading roots, 
which are to become tubers, will begin to 
interfere. Only light sand should be planted 
to cassava. The tubers will not expand 
well in heavy soil. P low deep, mellow and 
level the surface and mark off about the 
same width as for corn. Drop one piece 
( or two, if the seed is plenty,) a t each 
· check, taking care that it falls to the bot-
tom and lies straight in the furrow. Cover 
without any delay with a return furrow 
slice, and while the· plowman is waiting for 
another row to be dropped, let him walk 
hack over the covered row, stepping with 
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both feet solidly on each check. Or a 
short, heavy roller may be used, but there 
should be no delay in packing the land as 
soon as the seed is covered. 
The seed pieces should be cut according 
to the eyes ; on thick cane the eyes are close 
and the pieces may be three or four inches. 
On small canes they should be five or six 
inches. If the canes are very small and 
papery. with large pith, it' is better to throw 
them away. Sawing is much better than . 
chopping-; the latter is apt to split the canes 
and make them dry out. 
If the area to h planted is small, we 
would advise plowing and preparing the 
land in January (this is for Central and 
South Florida), then plant in February. If 
the area is large and there is danger that 
the planting may not be finished before the 
March drouth sets in, plow in December 
and begin planting in January. The stir-
ring of the ground will warm it up some-
what. If a cold snap comes on, be very 
careful to keep the canes well covered in 
the pit ; a chilling would weaken or kill 
the eyes. 
Cultivation 
The shallower this can be done the bet-
ter, provided the g rass and weeds are kept 
suppressed. This is imperative up to the 
time when the cassava covers and shades 
the ground, after which it will mostly take 
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care of itself. But all cultivation should 
be done with the fact in mind that the roots 
grow near the surface ·and are exceedingly 
brittle; if one is snapped in two it is prac-
tically ruined. 
Cassava is not considered a gross feeder ; 
frequent, shallow culture is important as 
fertilizer. We recommend 500 to 1,000 
pounds per acre of our IDEAL CASSAVA 
FERTILIZER. Analysis, price, etc., on 
page 16. 
EGG PLANT 
The one g reat secret, if there is any 
secret, in the successful growth of egg-
plant in F lorida is the liberal use of Kainit. 
The best practical grower of our acquaint-
ance, who has made eggplant a specialty 
for fifteen years or more, applies three-
quarters of a ton per acre before planting, 
as a preventive of blight, and of that pe-
culiar, supposedly fungous, disease, "damp-
ing off." Then, if he sees a sporadic case 
of either in his growing plants-which he 
very seldom does-he draws the earth up 
around the plant, making a broad shallow 
basin, holding a pint, into which he pours 
a solution of Kainit. This generally cures 
the disease, if not too far advanced. 
The eggplant _requires a light and ex-
ceeding-ly rich soil , though it does reason-
ably well in a piece of typical flatwoods, if 
the eason is not fl ooded with rains. But it 
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1s best to select a piece of land slightly 
rolling . 
To secure the germination of the seed it 
shonlcl be sown in a cold frame, covered 
not over an inch deep, in drills four inches 
apart. Firm the soil. It needs to be nursed 
almost as carefully as celery. W hen dan-, 
ger of frost is passed , thin out to two or 
three inches apart. \ ,\Then ready to trans-
plant into the field, make the ground soak-
ing wet, then ,Yith a t rowel each plant can 
be cut out with a solid square of earth sur-
rounding its roots, and removed with so 
little shock that it will scarcely stop g row-
ing. 
vVith previous deep sti rring of the soil 
before planting, the culti vation should be 
very shallow. The cultivator above re-
ferred to, who often produces from --WO to 
GOO crates per acre, g ives sca rcely any cul-
ture except after a heavy rain ; then he 
skims the ground with a hoe not over a 
sixteenth of an inch deep, merely peeling 
up the crust to admit .the air. 
\i\fhen the earliest fruits reach clown tn 
the g round , several weeks before they will 
be ready to har vest. it is well to place a 
little wad of moss under each to keep it 
off the g round. 
The Improved L arge P urple is several 
clays earlier than the N cw York L arge 
P urple; but the latter 1s regarded as the 
standard va riety. 
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Use 1,000 to 2,000 pounds per acre of 
O RIGINAL IDEAL FERTILIZER, price 
$30.00 per ton. See page 5. Or IDEAL 
VEGETABLE MANURE, price $32.00 
per ton. See page 7. Or SPECIAL MIX-
T U RE No. 1. See page 6. 
LETTUCE 
' Lettuc<" :ikes very rich, loamy, moist soil, 
well drallled, not subject to be water-
log·ged aLer showers. To prepare for 
plan.t ing, reduce the soil to a condition of 
the finest tilth, having the fertilizer thor-
oughly incorporated with the soil at least 
a week before the plants are set out. Well-
rotted compost is good for lettuce, but it 
should alwavs be strengthened with a high-
g rade fertilizer of the formula g iven below. 
Let it be thoroughly mixed with the soil 
beforehand so that . it may become assimi-
lated. 
Never set plants that are over five or six 
weeks old, let them be young and vigorous 
when transplanted, or else the shock of re-
moval, if the are older, will cause them to 
run to seed prematurely or not head well. 
The Alachua County g rowers are divid-
ed between the big Boston variety and the 
California Cream Butter. The latter forms 
large heads almost as solid as a cabbage, 
and the Big Boston does not fall far behind. 
One fault it has is the uncertaint:· of ger-
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mi nation. of its seed; but growers of pains-
taking habits seldom have any trouble, and 
it is perhaps the favorite sort for the cov, 
ered culture system. 
Seed Beds 
Select for this purpose a piece of new, 
rich land, preferably hammock, for new 
land is not subject to the root knot plague 
which troubles the roots. Clear the soil of 
all trash , plow or spade it and rake very 
fine and mellow, scattering on ha rdwood 
ashes or air-slacked lime two weeks before-
hand to neutralize the sourness. Sow in 
drills as you would turnip seed, very shal-
low, and rake in. Firm the soil. Beat down 
the earth with back of the hoe or lay down 
boards and walk along them. If planted 
before October, it is well to shade the beds 
lightly for seven or eight hours during the 
middle of the day. Sprinkle night and 
morning vvith a fine spray, so as not to 
pack the land. 
\!Vatch sharply for ants; they may carry 
off every seed in forty-eight• hours. Apply 
tobacco dust liberally; if they still persist, 
g ive them a tobacco solution, strong. 
When the plants are to be transplanted, 
weed out rigidly and throw away the dis-
eased and feeble plants. A small straw-
berry plant, by diligent care, can be fed up 
to be nearly as good as a large one; but 
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not so with a lettuce plant. With a lettuce, 
it is ·a head or it is nothing; unless it heads · 
it is valueless. 
Another point-it is not worth while to 
attempt to grow lettuce commercially for 
profit unless you have made up your mind 
to fertilize liberally, unstintedly. Lettuce 
is largely a luxury of the rich, used for 
garnishing meats in splendid dinner serv-
ices, and small leaves, though they may be 
just as crisp and high-flavored, are not 
wanted, because they lack in spectacular 
qualities. A single large, rich creamy-
white leaf is wo"rth a dozen smaller ones . . 
On·e half, yes, four-fifths of the failures 
in lettuce culture in Florida are chargeable 
to the penurious fertilizing given. Some of 
the best growers around Boston are said 
to apply without hesitation $400 worth of 
fertilizers per acre; and their profits abund-
antly recompense them for this lavish out-
lay. 
Best Time to Plant 
The ' truckers of Central Florida begin 
to plant seed the latter part of August and 
continue to plant until the first of January. 
Those who plant prior to the middle of 
September seldom succeed in securing a 
satisfactory stand of plants. Lettuce is a 
cool weather plant; it germinates poorly in 
hot weather. The few, however, who do 
succeed by shading and watering in secur-
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ing a good stand of these extra early plants, 
and who bring them on to a handsome· and 
solid maturity, generally reap a rich re-
ward, as this early lettuce commands a fine 
price. It is a good plan to make repeated 
sowings, from August 25th to January 1st. 
Protection 
It is an advantage to select a field on the 
south side of a forest, as a screen against 
wind., A covering of cotton cloth often 
pays heavy dividends on the investment. 
Lettuce, when heading, is greatly injured 
by a temperature of 25 degrees; but when 
not heading it will often withstand 20 de-
grees without serious injury. The cloth is 
carried on short stakes, care being exer-
cised to bring the edges well down to pre-
vent the wind from getting under. 
If the field is not protected by a cloth 
cover, cut all the heads that will do to ship 
when you see that there · will be a killing 
frost, and ship them the next day. 
Use 2,000 pounds to the acre of our 
IDEAL LETTU CE FERTILIZER, PE-
RUVIAN VEGETABLE MANURE or 
for seed-beds, use SPECIAL MIXTURE, 
No. 2, or MEDIUM GRADE BLOOD 
AND BONE. 
ONIONS 
Onion culture has always been handi-
capped by the restriction to one variety, the 
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• Bermuda, and the lateness with which seed 
can be obtained, bringing on the spring 
crop after the Bermuda shipments. The 
Creole is a desirable, long-keeping onion, 
and is being grown in many parts of the 
State with great success. 
Desirable as early planting is, it is of 
still more importance to prepare the land 
to a tilth like a garden bed. We have seen 
an onion field harrowed, dragged and 
rolled until a neighbor said "the land would 
be worn out." It was so ground and pul-
verized that the soil was like flour to the 
feel, .yet the horses' feet would not sink 
into it over an inch. Let all the trash and 
weeds be combed out again and again, 
hauled away and burned. The importance 
of these directions will be made to appear 
when the grower attempts to sow seed with 
a drill in trashy, strawy, ill-prepared soil. 
Here the seed will be left in places uncov-
ered, or so ill-covered with small lumps 
and straw, that it will never germinate un-
less the weather should happen to be ex-
traordinarily rainy. On the 0th.er hand, 
where the surface is as smooth and level 
as a floor, the drill covers the seed as uni-
formly as a carpenter guages the side of a 
board. Then firm the soil, and the seed will 
almost infallibly come up. 
Onions are not quite so gross feeders as 
lettuce and eggplants, still they need rich 
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land or heavy fertilizing. The soil should • 
be, by preference, a flatwoods or a sandy 
hammock, not clear, black muck, unless it 
is convenient to blend this with a little sand. 
Apply half the fertilizer, say 800 pounds 
per acre, broadcast, and let one good rain 
fall on it before planting. The remaining 
half may be applied during cultivation. 
I 
Seed Bed or Field 
There is no question that, where one has 
time to transplant the seedlings from a 
seed-bed and do it with thorough care, a 
g reater percentage of the bulbs will grow 
to a merchantable size and there will be 
more bushels per acre than wher,e the seed 
is sown directly in the field. Transplanting 
is a laborious back-breaking task, and un-
less the grower has plenty of good help and 
supply of fortitude, .he had better be con-
tent to sow the seed where the crop is to 
grow and then thin down to a stand. 
"Culture 
The two great points in culture are, first, 
to cultivate shallow, so as not to mutilate 
the feeding roots, which are only an inch 
or so below the surface; second, to throw 
the earth away from the bulbs and not to-
ward them. An onion, when several 
months old, can shoulder ·the sand aside. 
b1:1t when young it is feeble and it will take 
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it so long to burrow a place for itself that 
hot weather will come along and the bulb 
will be only a "scallion." Keep it entirely 
on the surface and it will expand rapidly. 
True, an onion grown under the g tound is 
sweeter than one grown on the surface, 
but for marketing purposes an oniony on-
ion is better than a sweet and mild scallion. 
The last two or three workings had bet-
ter simply scalp off the weeds_- with a 
hand-sweep or a hoe-not stirring the 
ground at all. 
If the above directions are attended to 
and the bulbs kept wholly above the sur-
face, they will fini sh their growing betimes 
and the top will die in time for harvest. 
But if the bulbs are imprisoned an_ inch or 
two in the earth, the tops will remain g reen 
in the vain struggle to create sizable bulbs 
and you will have to roll them down with 
a barrel and not get a good matured crop 
then. 
If the land has anything more than a 
minimum of humus in it, the Bermuda on-
ion is very apt to split and form an un-
sightly and unmarketable bulb. Rather 
than choose this quality of land, it is better, 
as a choice of evils, to select a piece rather 
sandy, then fortify it with potash or ashes 
to attract moisture, or else resort to irriga-
tion by hose. 
Use 1,000 to 2,000 pounds IDEAL VEG-
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ET ABLE MANURE per acre. .P rice 
$32.00 per ton. See page 7. For seed-
beds, use SPECIAL MIXTURE, No. 2, 
· (page 6) or MEDIUM GRADE BLOOD 
AND :BONE, (page 18). 
PEAS 
Are very hardy and require little atten-
tion. The g reatest weakness they have is 
a tendency to "fire" from shallow planting 
and lack of potash in the soil. Supply the 
latter in liberal measure. For home use 
and long bearii1g, plant fou r to five inches 
deep; for an early shipping crop such deep 
planting makes too late ripenini:r. Make a 
furrow about a foot wide and scatter the 
seed across the entire width ; this gives a 
hedge-like growth which . supports itself 
without brushing. Sow in November and 
December in warm, deep soil ; if sown later 
than January 1st, they are apt to come into 
competition with peas from higher lati-
tucles. P lant extra early or round varieties 
first, the wrinkled ones later. P hiladelphia 
Extra Early, John L. and Alaska for ship-
ping stock ; American \ i\Tonder, Bliss Ever-
bearing and Telephone for home use. Use 
600 to 1,000 pounds per acre of IDEAL 
VEGETABLE MANURE, price $32.00 
per ton. See page 7, or ORIGINAL 
IDEAL FERTIJ ,TZER , price $30.00 per 
ton. See page 5. 
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SUGAR CANE 
This is one of our most important field 
crops, and more attention should be paid 
to its cultivation. 
Prepare the land about the first of J anu-
ary as you would for corn. Open the fur-
rows five or six feet apart with a large 
shovel plow. Cut the cane iri 12 to 16 
inch lengths; drop in the furrow, giving 
them about a half lap. Cover about -:I 
inches deep by running around twice with 
a shovel. \Vhen work commences, apply 
-100 pounds of our Sugar Cane Fertilizer, 
described on page 16. Do not cut any 
roots. In June or July apply 500 to 1,000 
pounds more of the same fertilizer. When 
the blades meet well in the middle, culti-
va tion should cease. 
Mr. r\ . H . Fuller, of Altamonte Springs, Orange 
County, Fla., under· date of August 13. 1903. says: "As 
I have had seven years' experience with the culture of 
Japanese Sugar Cane that is drawing the attention of 
so many Flo rida farme rs of late, I take pleasure in giv· 
ing testimony of its many good points. It is without 
question the best syrup cane that has e ver been grown 
for profit, as it will grow on high pine land where the 
common cane would be a failure. I have made 575 gal-
lons to the acre, 26 feet above the lakes. The syrup is 
light in co lor and can be cooked to a greater density 
without danger o f crystalization. I have tried all kinds 
of fertili zers and in differe nt ways, and have obtained 
the very best r esults from 200 pounds Bright Cotton 
Seed Meal per acre in the Spring when planting, to goive 
it a quick start. Then to give it sweetness and keep it 
growing the ba lance o f the season, apply about 500 or 
fioO pounds of WILSON & TOOMER'S IDEAL SUGAR 
CANE FJr R'l'lLIZER per acre, about June 1st. I hav~ 
a piece o f seven-year-old stubble which is the best I have 
out of 1 :; ac res. 'l'o any farme r that is ·interstecl further 
in this crop 1 in vite correspondence." 
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TOMATOES 
The Tomato is Florida's premier vege-
table crop, or perhaps more correctly, fruit 
crop. Consequently there has clustered 
around it, as with the orange, a great body 
of traditions and usages, some of which 
are useless. Professor Rolfs gives in -his 
'·Vegetable . Growing for Northern Mar-
kets," an elaborate system of potting and 
repotting, two or even three times, which 
is quite inapplicable to , commercial tomato 
culture in the peninsula. 
Seed Beds 
We do not go to the extreme of some 
growers, who plant the seed directly in the 
fi eld where the crop is to be produced. A 
seed-bed is really indispensable, and it 
should be well equipped to afford speedy 
and ample protection against the cold, · and 
of ample dimensions to furnish a relay of 
plants, if the first setting is destroyed by 
cold, and even a second relay, for the fort-
unes of war ( with the frost) sometimes de-
mand even these reserve forces to be 
brought into action. 
Yes, three or even four good, large 
plants should be provided in the seed-bed 
for every one the planter expects to raise 
to maturity. This is the true wisdom of 
the foresighted and forehanded grower, 
who, by his strong management, will force 
success against obstacles ,before which 
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weaker men will go down in defeat. The 
tomato is a feeble plant in its infancy- a 
prey to frost, a prey to mysterious fu ngous 
enemies-yet, if we faithfu lly defend and 
feed it, it will yield the dolla rs at last more 
generou ly than anything else except the 
prodigal orange. 
T he seed-beds may be of light, r ich 
sanely loam, ra ised a few inches above the 
levef of the ground ; six feet wide, and as 
long as desired, running east and west. 
Have on the north side a tight board wall 
three feet high, on the south side half as 
high, with tightly boarded gables. This 
will g ive a shed-roof with light rafters 
nailed across, on which to roll down the 
roof of cloth, tacked to rollers anywhere 
from thirty to fifty feet long. 
Let the rafters have no projection, so 
that the cloth may drop clown snugly 
against the south wall. Such a covering of 
the cloth alone will protect the plants · 
against a white frost ; a sheet-iron coke 
burner, such as the pineapple men use. 
placed every fifty or seventy-five feet, will 
protect them against a black frost. 
Make drills crossways of the beds, three 
inches apa rt, sow the seeds in thinly. say 
two or three to the inch. cover "three-
f; urths of an inch. Firm the soil. Water 
with a light spray, as may be needed to 
keep the soil moist. Roll down the cover 
on chilly nights. 
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When the plants begin to have four 
leaves, cultivate lightly at least once a 
week. Pull out clumps of spindling plants 
where the seeJ chanced to fall in a bunch. 
Thin to three inches by cutting across the 
drills with a narrow hoe. 
Where the plantation does not exceed 
a half-dozen acres, it pavs to take up and 
reset the plants once or twice to render 
them more hardy and stocky. To toughen 
them against this removal it is recom-
mended to reduce their supply of water for 
aoout ten clays to render them somewhat 
dormant. This is to be continued up to the 
hour of removal. This may be done with-
out fear as the tomato is very tolerant o f 
a transfer. 
Transplanting to the Fields 
F irst, make ready the field two week, 
beforehand. Supposing it to have been 
plowed in November and thoroughly cross-
plowed in January, then with a two-horse 
plow run out furrows four feet apart and 
strew in the fertilizer at the rate of 600 
pounds per acre. Work in a little of the 
furrow slice and mix it with t:1e fertilizer 
with a bull-tongue. Strew in as much 
more and mix again, thus g iving 1,200 
pounds per acre and leaving the surface 
· level. Set the plants two or three feet 
apart, according to the strength of the land. 
A rather thin soil , well- fertilized with a 
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good formula, will yield more fruit and 
less foliage than a richer ( mQre humic) 
soil. Fertilize the plant, not the land. 
Reject rigorously· all weakling plants. 
Leave them in the seed-bed tq grow; when 
relieved of the crowding, they may come 
on and furnish a relay, if needed. Wet the 
ground soft and pull the plants up ca.re-
fully, running the forefinger under, if nec-
essary. Wet the rows down again to re-
store the level after the upheaval. 
We have very little confidence in plant-
setting machines. The way to get rich is 
to set b:v hand with the best-paid c)ass of 
men and not with children at all. Children 
are only fit to pick cutworms. Take hold 
of a plant and pull; if the leaf comes off, 
the plant was properly set; if , the plant 
comes up, the setting was scamped. Cau-
- tion the setters constantly against leaving 
airholes at the bottom; make them fill in 
at the bottom first, tht;n at the top. Firm 
· the earth; have a heavy man follow along ; 
place one foot on each side of the olant : 
rock forward and throw his whole weight 
on his toes, opposite the plant. 
Keep the plants screened from the sun, 
in a vessel with water enough to cover 
their roots. Let each setter have his own 
vessel of plants; take one out at a time and 
immediately place it in a hole punched in 
the ground, not exposing the roots to the 
air two seconds. 
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Cultivation 
This is as simple as with corn. It may 
be deep and close for a few weeks, but 
kcepine- further away and more shallow as 
the plant advances, ceasing when the 
bloom-buds come. 
_There is little doubt that staking the 
plant and nipping out the terminal bud 
above the first cluster of bloom hastens the 
maturity and improves the size of the to­
matoes; but it is questionable if it will pay 
with the present prices of labor. In a 
small field tended by the grower's family 
it would nrobably be profitable. 
When picking the earliest fruits it should 
be remembered that the cold weather in the 
North will permit them to ripen very little 
on the road ; hence they should not be gath­
ered until they have begun to redden 
slightly. A greener one would remain 
hard and uneatable and rot before it would 
ripen. Later on, as the weather in the 
North grows warmer, they may be picked 
when they have fairly turned white, pre­
paratory to reddening. An immature to­
mato removed from the plant always re­
mains more or· less tough. This objection 
may be remedied to a considerable extent 
by proper fertilizing. A tomato grown on 
a well-proportioned, strongly mineral for­
mula will be comparati_vely crisp and melt­
ing in the mouth, while one produced on 
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nitrogenous manures will be tough and 
wi lted. · 
The tomato, though it is so great a crop, 
is well worth being treated as a fancy prod-
uct. In fact, all the early produce of Flor-
ida is deserving of this distinction. Coarse, 
brown wrapping paper cheapens the fruit. 
The buyer is only too ready to take it at 
the grower's own estimate. Valuable pack-
ages are not wrapped in hardware paper. 
The best printed tissue wraps should be 
used, and-let the fruit also be worthy of 
the wrappings. 
Varieties 
P robably for an all-round shipping fruit 
the Redfield Beauty stands at the head of 
the list- free from rot, skin to.ugh and pro-
tective, form round, flesh solid. New Stone 
and Long Keeper would rank next. Per-
fection is excellent. Acme rots easily. 
Ponderosa is too large. 
Blight and Insects 
With tJ:ie tomato, as with all other vege-
tables in t!;iis State, no precaution against 
insects should be neglected; prevention is 
much easier than medication. The one 
pre-eminent precaution is to use strong to-
bacco dust sprinkled around the plants as 
soon as they are set out. Blight is also far 
easier to overcome in advance. Burn ~11 
the old vines as soon as the harvest is over, 
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thereby destroying many blight germs. 
• J. !ant tomatoes in rotation with some crop 
that has different diseases from the to-
mato----corn, cabbage, peppers, etc. But, 
above all, feed the crop full. Blights of all-
kinds are generally only a disease of pov-
erty. The plant is debilitated from half-
feeding and it falls a ready victim to dis-
ease germs, to which a strong, full-fed 
plant would have been immune. The best 
general immunizer against blights and 
fungous diseases of all kinds seems to be 
Kainit. 
Use 1,200 pounds of ORIGINAL'rDEAL 
FERTILIZER per acre, price $30.00 per 
ton, described on page 5, or the same 
amount cf SPE CIAL MIXTURE No. 1 
( see page 6), for first application, and the 
IDEAL FRUIT AND VINE MANURE 
or PERUVIAN F RU IT AND VINE 
MANURE, described on ·,ages 12 and 13, 
for the last application. 
IRISH POTATOES 
Our special leaflet on Irish .f>otatoes-
soil, seed, planting, cultivation, digging· 
and shipping-will be cheerfully sent on 
application. 
Vegetable Planter's Guide 
:-iA,'fE OF PLANT PER ACRE SEED 
PER DRILL 
OR HILL 
Beans, Bush ........ l ¼ bushels. . . . 1 qt. to 150 ft. drill 
Beans, Pole. . . . . . . . . ¼ bushel. ..... 1 qt. to 200 hills 
fleets ............... 10 pounds ...... 1 oz. to 100 ft. dril 
.Cabbage. . . . . . . . . . . . 5 ounces ...... 1 oz. to 100 ft. drill 
Cauliflower .......... 5 ounces ...... 1 oz. to 100 ft. dri1l 
Celery .............. � ounces ...... 1 oz. to 500 ft. drill 
Corn, Sweet S quarts ...... 1 qt. to 500 hills 
Cucumbers .......... l ¼ pounds ..... 1 oz. to 90 hills 
l•;ggplant ............ 3 ounces ...... 1 oz. to 500 ft. drill 
I ,ettuce. . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 pounds ...... 1 oz. to 250 ft. drill 
�folon, Cant aloupes .. 1¾ pounds .... 1 oz. to 100 'hills 
,Celon, \Yater ....... 11/, pounds .... 1 oz. to 25 hills 
Onion Seed ......... 4 pounds. . . . 1 oz. to 200 ft. drill 
Peas, English ....... 1 ¼ bushels. . . . 1 qt. to 150 ft. drill 
Pepper .............. 4 ounces ...... 1 oz. to 500 ft. drill 
Pot atoes ............ 10 bushels 
Squash, Summer .... 2 pounds ...... 1 oz. to 40 hills 
Squash, \'Vinter ..... 3 pounds ...... 1 oz. to 10 hills 
Tomato. . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 ounces ...... 1 oz. to 500 ft. drill 




•· Wouldst have abundant crops reward thy toil 
A nd fill thy barns, 0 tiller of the soil? 
Then ever keep in mind this maxim true, 
Feed w,!/1 the land, and 'twill in turn ;eed you." 
ESTA BLISHED 1893 
Wilson ff Toomer fertilizer Co. 
Manufacturers of Ideal Fertilizers and 
Special Crop Formulas, 
Dealers in all Agricultural Ch~mlcals, 
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